
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES WITH OUR SCHOOL ARE REALLY FUN” 

The second year students of Sint-Pieter secondary school, together with their guest 

students from Spain, Talia and Croatia, (photo PDC) 

 

OOSTKAMP The second-year students of Sint-Pieter secondary school have had a busy 

week. As is their annual tradition, a group of students from other European countries 

visited the school. 

 

BY PHILIPPE DECRUYNAERE 

 

This year, twelve Italian, five Croatian and six Spanish students, together with their 

teachers, spent a whole week in Oostkamp as part of the Erasmus+ programme. "Our 

project is called Brace4Impact", opens teacher Joeri Jacobus, who has been has been the 

driving force behind European exchanges at Sint-Pieter secondary school for more than 25 

years. "We focus on activities around ecology, nature, climate change and peace,”. Thanks 

to the European support of the National Agency Epos, we can also pay a return visit to our 

partner schools. For example, our students will go to Italy and Spain in April and a month 

later to Croatia. The program of this international week with various workshops at school 

and trips to Zonnebeke, Ypres and Bruges was quite busy. 

HOST FAMILIES 

The foreign students stayed with host families as usual. "I think it's quite nice that a 

Croatian and an Italian boy are staying with me for a week," says Victor Dierckens (13). "It 

took some getting used to at first, but both boys speak English quite fluently and we 

actually talked quite a lot to each other. They've said very often that it's nice here but cold 

in Belgium. I like that our school organizes these international exchanges. I am already 

looking forward to going to Croatia in a few months. My sister has been there too and she 

still talks about it." For most of the foreign teenagers, this international week was also an 

unforgettable memory. "I like making new friends and visiting a country I have never been 

to before," says Marco Corso (14) from Milan in perfect English. "I think it is a beautiful 

region here and everyone is super friendly. It is a week I will not forget". 


